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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR JERRY




In Matthew 16:18 Jesus promised to build His Church.

| am encouraged and humbled that you're reading
this note. | am encouraged because it's a picture
of how Jesus miraculously builds His Church, one
person at a time. On the other hand, I'm humbled
because it means Jesus is building and blessing
Mission Church by leading you here. You see,
here at Mission Church, we believe disciples are
loved and sent to the glory of God. This means
we believe that God has brought you here
and that He has a plan for your life.

This booklet that you're holding is a labor of love. It's
intended to be a welcoming introduction to what we
hope will be a rewarding journey of learning and living
on mission for Jesus at Mission Church. We've called
this class Commit to Mission because it introduces
what we believe to be four core commitments of a
disciple. Together we strive to commit to the mission,
maturity, ministry, and multiplication. At the end
of our time, we hope that you'll come to better
understand and join us in embracing them as well.

To keep it simple, each lesson is structured the same.
Each one begins with a question to help you “Engage”
the topic, then you will “Explore” what the Bible says
about the topic, and finally after your class discussion
you'll be invited to consider how to “Embrace” what
you've learned.

My prayer is that you will be encouraged and
strengthened these next few weeks as you work
through this study. Finally, my hope is that our love
for Jesus and for you is truly felt as you continue to
make Mission Church home.

o

PASTOR JERRY LINGENFELTER
Senior Pastor
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Commit to the Mission Session 1

MATTHEW

ENGAGE

Have you ever stopped and asked, “Why church?” Depending on your
background, church can be a big deal or perhaps not that big of a deal at

all. After all, while some hardly think twice about attending church, millions
of people, all over the world, arrange their schedule to make it a priority.
There are countless reasons that people may give for not being interested in
church, but have you ever considered what the people who love church have
discovered? Wherever you are on the spectrum of church excitement, this
session is designed to explain why we at Mission Church love the Church.



People regularly comment on how fired up and focused the people are
at Mission Church. But again, the question is why?

1  Why do you think the people of Mission Church are so
excited?
2 What excites you about coming to church?

EXPLORE

The primary reason we are fired up for church is because Jesus loves His
Church. After all, it was His idea. As a matter of fact, the Church belongs
to Him. He created it and gave it its purpose. Check out the following
verses to see for yourself what the Bible has to say about the Church.
The first point is very simple yet profound.

Jesus Created the Church. It was His Idea.

MATTHEW 16:13-18

3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” * And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” s He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. ¥ And I tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.



When you read Mathew 16, it appears obvious that Peter's answer to
Jesus’ question was a big deal. As a matter of fact, Jesus took Peter’s

answer and said, "Upon this rock | will build my Church.” Jesus’ question
is a great one for all of us to answer.

1 Who do you say Jesus is? How would you define and / or
describe Him?

Jesus was saying His Church would be built on the truth that He is the

Messiah (Savior). In other words, the gospel message is the foundation
of the Church.

2 Have you ever heard the gospel explained?
3 Ifyes, try to putitin your own words.
(If you need help, check out 1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

Jesus said not only that He would build His Church but also that the
gates of hell would not prevail against it. It's important to note that gates
are a defensive structure meant to stop others. So the implication in
Jesus’ statement is that the Church is a powerful force empowered by

God. The Church is taking ground. It is on mission! This leads us to our
second point.




4 Before we move to our second point, what would you say is
the mission of the Church?

Jesus Commissioned His Church. It Exists for Him.

MATTHEW 28:18-20

8 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. * Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, >° teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

&

Jesus said these words to His disciples after He died for our sins and rose
from the grave and shortly before He ascended into heaven. Imagine
being there with Jesus when He said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me.”

5 What is the significance of Jesus having all authority?
6 What does it mean for our individual lives and our church?




What Jesus says in verse 19 is called the Great Commission. It's the
mission of our church and should be for every other church that ever
has and will ever exist. The mission of Jesus’ Church is to make disciples.

7 From what you've read, experienced, or observed, how
would you define or describe a disciple?

Jesus calls us all to become disciples and then to participate in making
more disciples. He specifies three things that must be done to do so.

EVANGELIZE

* Go (Evangelize)
+ Baptize (Establish)

MATTHEW 28

* Teach to Observe all He
Commanded (Equip)

EQUIP ESTABLISH

~_ ~

8 Asadisciple, where are you in this process?




9 Assomeone called to participate in making disciples, how
equipped do you feel?

The rest of this booklet is designed to better equip you to be on mission
at Mission Church. But before we conclude this session, there is one
more important point we must examine.

Jesus Calls His Church to Grow. It Glorifies Him.

ACTS 14:21-23

> When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
2 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue
in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the
kingdom of God. 2 And when they had appointed elders for them in every
church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom
they had believed.

When you read the above passage with the mission in mind, you notice
all the elements that Jesus mentioned in Matthew 28. The Apostle Paul
preached the gospel and made many disciples. He no doubt baptized
them and then strengthened their souls through the teaching of Jesus.
Finally, it says he appointed elders over all the churches. Do you see it?
Paul was transforming communities by making disciples and planting
churches. Simply put, he was fulfilling Jesus’ mission.

10 Have you ever thought of church-planting as part of Jesus'
mission?




Wow! | love this passage. This verse is one of the reasons we are part of
the Great Commission Collective and why we get so fired up not only for
our church but also for all of the churches who seek to fulfill the mission
of Christ.

11 How do you feel about being part of a church that makes
disciples and multiplies churches?

EMBRACE

In the next session we will look at how we are to mature and grow as
disciples of Christ. But before we close, take time to write down some
highlights and goals from this session.

HEAD One thing you learned in this session.

HEART One thing that excited and encouraged you most in this
session.

HANDS One thing you will do as a result of this session.







Commit to Maturity Session 2

ENGAGE

Living things grow. And growing things need nourishment and care. As true
as this is for our physical lives, it is equally true for our spiritual lives as well.
Food, rest, mental stimulation, purposeful activity, and healthy relational
interaction are each crucial for our personal growth. In this session, we will
discuss how the food of God's Word, resting in Christ, renewing our minds
with God's Word, spiritual disciplines, and a healthy church community all
help us grow in our spiritual relationship with God.



Small group is a place where all of the above elements of growth can
be experienced in an intentional way. To date, we are thrilled that the
majority of the people you meet at Mission Church are in a small group.

1 From what you learned at Consider Mission, why might a
small group be a great place to grow and mature in your
spiritual walk?

2 What excitement or reservations do you have towards

joining a small group?

EXPLORE

Our spiritual life and growth is a work of Jesus. After His death, burial,
and resurrection, Jesus said He would send His Holy Spirit as a helper to
teach, guide, and strengthen us. In this lesson, we will look at all Jesus
gave and all the Holy Spirit uses to nourish and care for us as we mature

and grow.

Jesus Gave Us His Own Example for Growth

LUKE 2:40
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor
of God was upon him.



Jesus came to earth as completely God and completely Man. It's hard to
believe, isn'tit, that God came as a baby and grew in all of the same ways
that you and | grow?

1 How does this truth encourage you in your growth?

Jesus Gave Us the Bible for Growth

HEBREWS 5:12-14

2 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to

teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk,
not solid food, 3 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word
of righteousness, since he is a child. * But solid food is for the mature, for
those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to

distinguish good from evil.

Hebrews 5 states that we need to be taught the basic principles of God
so that we can grow from children needing milk to mature believers who
can enjoy the more solid food of God's Word.

2 What is the benefit of learning the basic principles of God,
such as distinguishing right from wrong?




Verse 14 says that the mature believer is one who has grown to discern
good and evil through the discipline of constant practice.

3 How does knowing that maturity is a matter of discernment
and practice affect your approach to spiritual growth?

4  What role does small group and discipleship classes play in
your growth?

: Jesus Gave Us Spiritual Disciplines for Growth

1 TIMOTHY 4:7-8

7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for
godliness; ¢ for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value
in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to
come.

As helpful as bodily exercise and discipline can be, this passage makes it
clear that spiritual discipline is of much greater value. Specifically, verse 7
says to discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness. The Bible teaches
that the regular pursuit of spiritual disciplines allows us to experience
the love of God and grow in godliness.

PRAYER

Prayer is simply talking to God. The Scriptures call us to do so
without ceasing, which means that we have constant access to
God. (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

BIBLE READING, STUDY, AND MEMORIZATION

We've already discussed the importance of the Bible. Simple
reading plans, study methods, and memorization plans can be
very helpful. (2 Timothy 2:15, Psalms 119:11)



FASTING
Fasting is refraining from a desired fulfillment, such as food, to
focus on God. (Matthew 6:16-18)

SERVING
Using your spiritual gift to serve the Lord will help you grow.
(1 Peter 4:10)

GENEROSITY
Giving your time, talent, and treasure back to the Lord.
(Romans 12:13)

SINGING
Expressing your affection and adoration to God through song.
(Colossians 3:16, Ephesians 5:19)

5 In what ways would each of these disciplines help you to
grow in your spiritual life?

6 Make note of the spiritual disciplines in which you would
like to grow.




Jesus Gave Us Our Church Community for Growth

HEBREWS 10:24-25

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

The author of Hebrews was encouraging believers about how important
meeting together as a church really is. It's so important that he says don't
stop doing it!

7 These verses talk about the encouragement we receive
and give at church. How have you been encouraged in your
spiritual growth at Mission Church?

8 How can you encourage others as you gather regularly?




EMBRACE

This is a very important session to spend time evaluating your spiritual
life and setting your sights for growth. Take some time to capture your
thoughts under the categories below.

HEAD One thing you learned in this session.

HEART One thing that excited and encouraged you most in this
session.

HANDS One thing you will do as a result of this session.







Commit to Ministry Session 3

ENGAGE

In the last two sessions, we learned about the Church, our mission, and how
our personal growth impacts that mission. Now, we turn our attention to
what it means to participate in the mission through serving. Here at Mission
Church, we believe everyone was created by God and all believers were given
a gift for serving, which means we strive for everyone to experience the
sense of belonging that finding a place to serve provides. There is a place for
you here at Mission Church!



To date, over 80% of people at Mission Church are contributing in a
significant role of service.

1 From the list below, circle words that describe you when

you serve.
Behind the
I Laid back People-oriented Ambitious Administrative
scenes
Caring fol
Planning Discerning Follower ring for Generous
others
Leader Task-oriented Teaching Big picture Encouraging
Inter- Getting m Challengin
Detail-oriented , Scheduled & my &ine
generational hands dirty others
Creative Adaptable Spontaneous Intellectual Practical
Empathetic Resourceful Reliable Sensible Compassionate




EXPLORE

Simply put, we strive to serve because Jesus served. In this way service
is a privilege. To apply this further, we believe the “greater” the role

or responsibility the greater the need for humility in our service. This
conviction becomes incredibly clear when you consider Jesus’ own
words. This lesson will present three ways the Lord prepares us for
service. Take a look for yourself.

Jesus Sets the Example of Service

MARK 10:45

45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

JOHN 13:16

16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him.

It's truly humbling when we come to realize that Jesus came not to be
served but to serve, even to the point of death.

1 Describe the attributes and attitudes of a disciple who lives
to serve Jesus.
2 How does Jesus’ example prepare us for service?

As servants of Christ, we should never desire to hold a standing greater
than Christ's.



3 What are some actions we can take to demonstrate
humility while serving?

Jesus Enlists Leaders to Equip us for Service

EPHESIANS 4:11-16

1 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, > to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, '3 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, * so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. > Rather, speaking
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, ' from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

The pastors and elders of Mission Church are passionate about fulfilling
their calling of equipping the saints. So you can expect that they will
equip us in the following ways:

+ Keeping us focused on vision and the expansion of the mission.
* Modeling how to discern right from wrong and confront sin.
* Training us to understand the gospel and how to share it with others.
+ Equipping us by caring for, guiding, and protecting us,
like a shepherd.

* Teaching us to grow in our knowledge of God's Word and to apply it
to our lives.



4 In which of these areas do you most feel the need to be
equipped?

Verses 12-16 describe the marks of a strong church where each member
is equipped for ministry.

5 Utilizing this text, describe what a strong church looks like.
6 How can we all work together to make Mission Church
a strong church?

Jesus Entrusts Us All with a Spiritual Gift for Service

1 PETER 4:10

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace:



ROMANS 12:3-8

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all
have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. ¢ Having gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;
7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ® the one
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the
one who leads,with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

First Peter 4:10 says God has given us a gift to serve each other as good
stewards of God's grace.

7 Describe what it means to be a steward.
8 Describe what it looks like to steward grace.




The Romans passage reminds us that we all have different gifts that
motivate us in our serving. Take a look at the following chart that

explains the gifts and then discuss which gift is your predominant
motivation.



WARNINGS

REWARDS

PRAYER

Don’t be obnoxious or
opinionated

Helping others see the
truth clearly

Dear God, give me
the sensitivity to show
love, while sharing the
truth that may offend.

Don’t become weary in
well-doing

Knowing you make a
difference doing what no
one else may want to do

Dear God, thank You
for appreciating my labor
of love, regardless
of what others may fail
to appreciate.

Don’t neglect other
responsibilities

Knowing people learn
the truth

Dear God, help me
to be practical,
not just impart truth.

Choose words wisely

Seeing people respond to
your advice and helping
them through problems

Dear God, use me to say

what You would have me

to say, not just what | feel
at the moment.

Don’t use money
to control others

Knowing you contributed
to the advancement
of ministry without any
personal recognition

Dear God, use my success
with finances to bless
the ministry and others.

Avoid thinking everyone
will get involved

Seeing people work
together to accomplish
difficult tasks

Dear God, help me
to be tolerant to those who
don’t respond like | think
they should.

Don’t be manipulated

Knowing you helped
those who no one else
would help

Dear God, use me
to help people by not only
showing care but also
sharing truth and
tough love.

This chart has been adapted from multiple sources.



As disciples, we are called to serve Jesus by participating in the fulfillment
of the mission. That is sharing the gospel, gathering together to be
strengthened, and multiplying the church. This of course takes all of us
working together both at church and during our everyday lives.

9 From parking lot to preacher, every role of service is crucial.
What areas of ministry interest you?
10 How are you serving Jesus on mission in your everyday life?
(family, community, etc.)




EMBRACE

Some people come to Mission Church ready to jump into ministry right
away, while others need or desire more time before they get involved.
Whatever your situation, our desire is to help you participate in the
mission through serving in the most healthy and rewarding way possible!
Jot down some of your takeaways about ministry below.

HEAD One thing you learned in this session.
HEART One thing that excited and encouraged you most in this

session.
HANDS One thing you will do as a result of this session.




Commit to Multiplication Session 4

MATTHEW

ENGAGE

We're here today because of gospel multiplication. For centuries the church
has expended itself for the mission of making disciples and multiplying
churches. Mission Church desires to be that kind of church. Our prayer is that
the Lord will enable us to be generous in helping individuals and families,
impacting our communities, serving and multiplying churches, and taking the
gospel to the corners of the earth. We know that this is an ambitious vision,
but we would not be called Mission Church if we didn't believe the Lord had
called us to this work for His glory.



Whether this vision fires you up or intimidates you, please know that you
are welcome here.

1 Realizing that we are all at different places in our faith,
how do you feel about being part of a church that seeks to
multiply the mission with intensity and intentionality?

EXPLORE

The Bible has a lot to say about generosity and multiplication. The Bible
teaches that the Lord entrusts us with resources like time, talents, and
treasures to be applied and multiplied for His glory. In this lesson we
will learn what Jesus and the Bible teaches about multiplication and
generosity.

Jesus Taught That Multiplication is a Matter
of Faithfulness

MATTHEW 25:14-30

% “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. *> To one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. ** He
who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and
he made five talents more. 7 So also he who had the two talents made two
talents more. '® But he who had received the one talent went and dug in
the ground and hid his master's money. ** Now after a long time the master
of those servants came and settled accounts with them. >° And he who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying,
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents
more.” > His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of
your master.” >> And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying,
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents
more.’ >3 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy



of your master.” 2+ He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not
sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, > so I was afraid, and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.” 26 But
his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that
I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 2’ Then
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming
I should have received what was my own with interest. >® So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. > For to everyone who
has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 3° And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

The servants in this passage were stewards of the master’s resources.
Understanding that the master represents God and the servants
represent us in this passage, describe the attributes of a faithful steward
that pleases God.

1 In other words, compare the attitude and actions of the
first two servants with the third.

Atalent is a measurement (weight) of currency. For example, one talent
of silver is roughly 75 pounds and would have been worth around 20
years' wages for a common laborer.

2 How does realizing a talent is a lot of money change the
way you view this parable?




3 Considering Jesus says they were faithful over a little, how
great is the reward of heaven going to be for those to
whom Jesus says, "Enter into the joy of your master?"

The unfaithful servant blamed the master, saying that he was hard,
unengaged, and fearsome.

4  How can a loving relationship with God change our
perspective of stewardship and multiplication?

Faithfulness Leads to Freedom

MALACHI 3:8-10

8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. ® You are cursed with a curse,
for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. *° Bring the full tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.

This verse is a very popular Old Testament passage that is addressing
the fact that God's people were not giving tithes and contributions to
God. During the time of the Mosaic Law, these gifts were required to
resource the temple, its festivals, and the priests and to help the needy.



5 What does the term “robbing God” reveal about the
people’s hearts?

6 When God says "test me in this," what does His promise
reveal about His heart?

While the church today is no longer bound to the ceremonial commands
of the Mosaic Law, tithing still serves as an honorable faith principle and
goal. Abraham and Jacob (Genesis 14:19-20, 28:20-22) tithed prior to the
Law, and today the mission of God is still going forward on the generous
gifts of God's people.

7 Addressing giving and generosity can be a touchy subject,
but why do you think it is important to pop the bubble and
talk about it in a membership class?

8 How does viewing the tithe as a timeless principle and goal
help you in your processing of generosity? How can this
lead to greater faithfulness and freedom at the same time?




Freedom Leads to Fruitfulness

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8

¢ The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. ® And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every
good work.

These verses are the clearest instructions to the church about generosity
and multiplication. The passage says...

* We reap what we sow.

* We each decide in our heart.

* We give cheerfully.

* We receive God's grace and care.

* We must abound in every good work.

9 How do these instructions lead to greater fruitfulness?
What good works excite you most?
10 Have you sensed a spirit of generosity and joy in your time
at Mission Church? If so, please explain.




Fruitfulness Leads to a Strong Future

2 TIMOTHY 2:1-2

1You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, > and
what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.

Of all the things that we can generously multiply, the greatest is
ourselves. We want you to know that the greatest treasure in every
church is the people.

11 How does this statement resonate with you? Why is it
important for us to keep it front and center in our thinking?

This final point ties all the points together. From mission to maturity to
ministry to generous multiplication, all that we do comes back to people
being loved and sent to the glory of God.

12 As we embrace this truth, what can we do to intentionally
pass it on?

13  How does what we've learned in these lessons ensure that
these truths are passed on for generations?




EMBRACE

The progression from faithfulness to freedom to fruitfulness to a strong
future is a lifelong pursuit, but it begins with small steps. Record below
some of the steps the Lord has been prompting you about.

HEAD One thing you learned in this session.
HEART One thing that excited and encouraged you most in this

session.
HANDS One thing you will do as a result of this session.
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