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3 Principles to having a healthy Family Ministry


1. Families/ Parents are primary responsible for discipleship of their children

• Deut. 6:1-9


2. Church leaders protect households so discipleship can happen

• Titus 1:5-16; 1 Timothy 3:15


3. Church participants are teaching/ modeling for discipleship 

• Titus 2; Ephesians 4:11-12  

5 C’s Students Kids

Character • Deacon level character (1 Tim. 3)

• Authentic

• Have fun!
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• Authentic
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Conviction • Loved and Sent to the Glory of God

• Member @ Mission Church

• In Small Group

• Mission Church 6 Pursuits

• All students can learn

• They don’t care what you know until 

they know that you care
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Competency • Discipleship from the Bible

• Manage a small group

• Teach/ lead discussion

• Familiar with teen culture/ 

generational trends

• Engage students in fellowship

• Engaging children in discussion

• Providing a safe environment

• Apply parent requests (if possible)

Chemistry • Work with other small group leaders

• Connect with teen age group

• Communicate with parents

• Work with co-teacher (may include 
teen)


• Connect with age group

• Communicate with parents

Capacity • Serving weekly

• Outside events

• Counseling/Advocate

• Time on their turf

• Praying

• Preparation

• Serve as scheduled

• Preparation for lesson

• Prayer

• Follow up as needed with kids or 

parents
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Case Studies 
1. A freshman from the local college just moved to the area and is looking to plug into a 

church. She came to your church the first week after moving into campus. She finds 
the person in the lobby who is responsible for scheduling Kids Ministry volunteers. 
She asks if she can be put on the schedule to start serving as soon as possible. She 
assures the scheduler that she has a lot of Kids Ministry experience through her High 
School years. 


1. What are the concerns?

2. Based on the 5 C’s, how do you assess this situation?

3. What are some potential steps to communicate or take action with this eager 

potential volunteer. 


2. There is a teacher who is one of the most engaging teachers in your ministry. The 
problem is that he is always 5-10 minutes late for class. There is always trouble 
shooting to figure out how to fill his role until this all star teacher shows up. 


1. What are the concerns?

2. Based on the 5 C’s, how do you assess this situation?

3. What are some potential steps to ensure classrooms are properly staffed?


3. A teacher in an elementary class has a teenage helper for an assistant teacher. The 
teenager spends more time looking at her phone screen (and makes a Tik Tok 1-2 
times a class) than engaging with the kids in her class. The adult teacher feels like 
she is running the whole class by herself. 


1. What are the concerns?

2. Based on the 5 C’s, how do you assess this situation?

3. What are some potential steps to help the adult teacher feel more supported?


4. A Middle School Youth Leader is teaching a small group lesson with 7th grade boys. 
After the lesson, the boy shares with the Youth Leader, “Can you promise not to tell 
my parents? I have been struggling with pornography and I don’t know what to do.” 
The leader feels compelled to tell the boy’s parents, but also recognizes the boy 
shared this struggle in confidence. The Youth Leader doesn’t share it with the 
parents. The boy is caught looking at pornography a few weeks later by his parents. 
He did tell his parents that he confessed his sin to his small group leader several 
weeks ago. The parents were surprised to know their son’s small group leader knew 
about this struggle weeks ago.


1. What are the concerns?

2. Based on the 5 C’s, how do you assess this situation?

3. What are some potential steps to help the youth leader for future situations?
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Resources


Books

Gospel Centered Kids Ministry (Brian Dembowczyk)

The Tech-wise Family (Andy Crouch)

Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions (George Barna)

Fearless Parenting (George Barna and Jimmy Myers)

Faith For Exiles (David Kinnaman & Mark Matlock)


Website

Center for Parent and Youth Understanding (cpyu.org)

Axis (https://axis.org)


Podcast

The Family Discipleship Podcast (Training the Church)


Family Dedication Books

Bringing Up Boys (James Dobson) - 1st boy dedication

Bringing Up Girls (James Dobson) - 1st girl dedication 

Parenting (Paul Tripp) - 2nd dedication

http://cpyu.org
https://axis.org

